
































Resuscitating the Sundarbans:
Customary Use of Biodiversity & Traditional Cultural Practices in Bangladesh

Bangladesh government has signed international treaties, conventions and protocols to save
fragile forest biodiversity, some of which it has a legal obligation to implement - including
the CBD. Nevertheless, the ecological condition of the Sundarbans has continued to worsen.

Unfortunately the continued degradation of the environment despite government and
intergovernmental efforts to stem it, appears to be a global trend and conventional state
management of forests is questioned in many countries due to the subsequent reduction in
biodiversity and vulnerability of forest peoples’ lives and livelihood. One of the reasons for
this failure is that solutions over the past 3 decades have been based on modern science and
technology and have ignored traditional knowledge (TK) and peoples’ rights and roles. As a
result, many conservation projects have failed and lots of resources have been wasted. In
response, indigenous and local community movements and support organizations have been
campaigning for recognition of TK and indigenous people and local communities’ (IPLC)
rights and roles, and many recent studies have documented the importance of TK in resource
management. The CBD, with its Articles 8(j) and 10(c), seems well poised to address these
issues and stimulate government action.

1.2 Study Background

Biodiversity, the diversity of life forms — plants, animals, microbes - is the ecological basis of
life. It is also the ‘natural capital’ of the two-thirds of humanity who depend on biodiversity
as their means of production - in farming, in fisheries, in health care and in crafts. This
survival base of the poor has been targeted for exploitation by extractive industries for many
decades and is now being viewed as ‘raw material’ for new global businesses and industries.”
At a time when it is widely acknowledged that global biodiversity is declining and its loss is
recognized as a major problem facing humankind, its sustainable use and conservation by
various social sectors become of critical importance.

The Convention on Biological Diversity has picked up the challenge. It was signed in 1992 in
Rio de Janeiro and has been ratified and signed by 190 parties. The Convention has 3 main
goals:

(i) the conservation of biodiversity;
(ii) sustainable use of the components of biodiversity; and

(iii) sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources in a fair
and equitable way.

The substantive provisions of the CBD are translated into binding commitments in Articles 6
to 20. These articles include key provisions on: measures for the conservation of biological
diversity, both in situ and ex situ; incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity; research and training; public awareness and education; assessing the
impacts of projects upon biological diversity; regulating access to genetic resources; access
to and transfer of technology; and the provision of financial resources. Under the CBD,
governments undertake to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity. They are required to
develop national strategies and action plans, and to integrate these into broader strategies
on environment and development. Bangladesh signed the CBD in 1992 and ratified it in
1994. So, the country has an obligation to implement the CBD.

1.21 The CBD and Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

Biodiversity represents vital resources for indigenous peoples and local communities and a
vital part of their culture. It is greatly concentrated in indigenous lands and territories.
Cultural diversity is affected by loss of biodiversity and vice versa. Articles 8(j) and 10(c) are
two particularly important CBD articles to indigenous peoples and local communities.

7 v. Shiva” (n.d), ‘Biodiversity, IPR and Globalization’, http://www.biodiv.org/doc/publications/addis-gdI-
en.pdf”, Access on 12 November 2007
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