Climate justice briefs #5

SHARING TECHNOLOGY AND

KNOWLEDGE

November 2010, Cancun

It is essential to establish guidelines in order to create a multilateral and multidisciplinary mechanism for
participatory control, management, and evaluation of the exchange of technologies. These technologies
must be useful, clean and socially sound.

Key messages

Knowledge is universal
and must be freely avail-
able to all people

* A mechanism under the
UNFCCC is needed to
scale up technology trans-
fer

Technologies must be
assessed to ensure they
are useful, clean and so-
cially sound

Barriers — including intel-
lectual property — must be
removed

We must recover and re-
learn traditional wisdom to
live well in harmony with
Mother Earth

People’s Agreement, April 2010, Cochabamba

Sharing and transferring knowledge, skills and technology - on levels
never before conceived - is essential if we are to address the climate
crisis. The solutions exist: ecological agriculture, renewable energy,
improved public transportation, traditional practices of living well, and
many others. We need a new era of cooperation to deploy these socially
and environmentally sound solutions in every country, sector and loca-
tion to help all people to live well in harmony with each other and with

Mother Earth

The responsibility of
developed countries

In recognition of their historical
responsibilities for climate change de-
veloped countries are committed un-
der the UN Climate Convention to:

« Promote technology transfer in all
sectors including the energy, trans-
port, industry, agriculture, forestry
and waste management

o Fund the agreed “full incremental
costs” of technology transfer to deve-
loping countries

o Take “all practicable steps” to pro-
mote, facilitate and finance the trans-
fer of environmentally sound techno-
logies and know-how to developing
countries

« Enhance the endogenous capacities
and technologies of developing
countries

Fulfilling these responsibilities is fun-
damental if the developed countries
are to honor their climate debts and
implement their commitments under
the Convention. It is also in the rich
countries’ self-interest in order to avo-
id catastrophic climate change and the
crossing of irreversible tipping points.

The scale of the challenge

The scale of the challenge is unprece-
dented. Technology transfer and de-
ployment must occur on a scale suffici-
ent to enable development while pea-

king global emissions within the next
decade and returning greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere to
well below 300ppm COZ2eq, and as clo-
se as possible to pre-industrial levels in
the longer-term. It must also enable
effective adaptation to adverse effects
of climate change by all affected com-
munities.

Promoting the exchange
of sound technologies

Solutions must be ecologically and so-
cially sound. The use and transfer of
nuclear, so-called “clean” fossil fuel,
genetic engineering and other false
solutions must be opposed. Geo-engi-
neering technologies, in particular,
present a grave threat. Technologies
must be systematically assessed to
ensure they are useful, clean and soci-
ally sound.

Overcoming barriers to
technology development
and transfer

Solutions must be made publicly avai-
lable for the common good. Climate
change represents an existential threat.
So rules in other areas, including intel-
lectual property rights, must be ad-
justed to reflect this. Intellectual pro-
perty rights present a barrier to the
availability, affordability and adaptabi-
lity of existing and new technologies:

o All relevant forums must remove
barriers associated with intellectual
property rights
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Key issues for

negotiations

To support these objectives, the
climate negotiations must at a
minimum deliver:

Arab NGO Network for Development
Asian Indigenous Women's Network

Campagna per la Riforma della Banca

A global goal for technology
transfer to developing coun-
tries

A new Technology Mechanism
and Framework including a
new Subsidiary Body to over-
see a Technology Network
and Technology Centers

A new Technology Transfer
Fund (or window) under the
Conference of Parties

Specific commitments to
transfer technologies “in all
relevant sectors” under
UNFCCC

Specific commitments to
enhance technologies and
capacities in developing
countries

Technology assessment to en-
sure solutions are ecologically
and socially sound

Removal of intellectual prop-
erty barriers to sharing tech-
nologies, skills and knowl-
edge

Full participation of all
affected communities in
climate-related decision-
making

ActionAid

Mondiale (CRBM), Italy

Friends of the Earth International

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
International Forum on Globalization
International Rivers

JS - Asia/Pacific Movement on Debt and
Development (JSAPMDD)

Jubilee South

« Knowledge banks should be crea-
ted in each country and internatio-
nally

« A platform for exchange must be
established to enable sharing of
solutions, managed collectively by
and for the people

Ecological and commu-
nal education and crea-
tion of capacities

Underpinning these efforts must be
an effort to integrate sustainability
into our educational systems. These
must enhance understanding about
how we relate to each other and the
Earth, and build on ancestral and
cultural knowledge that reconnect us
with nature and reflect the funda-
mental truth that “Mother Earth does
not belong to us, we belong to it”.

Recognizing and
respecting technologies
and ancestral knowledge

Many of the solutions to the climate
crisis are to be found in traditional
knowledge and practices. We must
recover and relearn the principles
and approaches of indigenous peop-
les to stop the destruction of the pla-
net, and promote intercultural dia-
logue and scientific exchange betwe-
en nations with the goal of achieving
human rights and balance with natu-
re.

A global goal for
technology

To address the climate crisis ex-
change must occur in practice - it
must be measurable. We need a glo-
bal goal for technology transfer set-
ting the values and volumes of
technology required to curb emis-

Nord-Sud XXI

(PACJA)

Tebtebba

Pan African Climate Justice Alliance

sions and adapt to climate change,
building on recognition by the
world’s top scientists in the Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate Change
that an option for a long-term goal is
“is an agreement on specific long-
term actions such as a technology
R&D and diffusion target”.

Bold public investment strategies,
such as funding for feed-in tariffs for
renewable energy in developing co-
untries, are needed to quickly set in
motion a transition towards non-fos-
sil societies while increasing access
to energy for the poor.

Systems change not
climate change

Technology must be part of the solu-
tion. But technology alone is not the
solution. Ultimately, the spiraling
crises that confront us will only be
solved through a fundamental change
in the system that caused them - the
model of life and development that
has led to climate change. As long as
we do not confront these root causes,
we are likely to see an escalation of
new, dangerous large-scale techno-
fixes - such as inherently risky geo-
engineering schemes - put forth as
”"solutions”. These must be opposed
and stopped.

Technology must therefore be seen
as an integral part of a broader effort
to address the underlying, structural
causes of climate change and reintro-
duce harmony among people and
with Mother Earth. Just as humanity
had power to push our world to the
brink of disaster, we have the capaci-
ty to return it into balance. We must
seize this opportunity at all levels,
including at the UN climate negotia-
tions.

Third World Network
Unnayan Onneshan Bangladesh
What Next Forum

Sustainable Energy & Economy Network,
Institute for Policy Studies
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